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Q: Why are you running for the Charter Revision Commission?

A: The City Charter is our most important foundational document. As 
with other legislative enactments, the rules and regulations contained 
within the Charter are written to prescribe outcomes. We must, 
therefore, be careful and diligent in selecting who may draft such rules. 
As the leader of a community-based organization, an attorney in good 
standing, and an economic development specialist, I am running for the 
Charter Revision Commission to ensure that the process for proposing 
revisions and the the proposed revisions themselves reflect my 
commitment to transparency, accessibility, and resident engagement.

Q: What provisions are the most important to preserve or change in 
the current Charter of the City of Detroit?

A: 2-105(A)(22): Strengthen definition to avoid ambiguity.

2-106.1 & 4-108: Define financial and pecuniary interests.

2-106.2: Clarify to whom disclosure is required.

3.5-102(7): Require electronic dissemination of information.

4-115(2): Require electronic disclosure.

4-121: Require minimization of cost.

4-122: Provide time threshold for posting information on city’s website.

4-301: Require professional standards for a subset of the commission.

5-101: Implement mayoral term limit (not to exceed three terms).
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7-301 & 9-201: Clarify the role of cultural affairs in city government.

Art. 9, Ch.1: Based on input from the community, reinforcing powers of 
Community Advisory Councils.

I would also propose a new provision in Article 9 requiring electronic 
dissemination of information on the city’s website when the Charter 
requires disclosure to the public. See Section 5-110 for potential 
language for such a blanket provision.

Q: Are you familiar with provisions in the Charter related to the 
environment? What would you seek to change or preserve?

A: I am familiar with the environmental provisions contained in Article 
6 as well as Article 7, Sections 4 and 12.

I would propose the following changes to the Charter relating 
to environmental matters, linking them to the statements in the 
Charter’s Declaration of Rights:

1. Addition of provision reflecting the current existence of the 
Department of Sustainability as a department within the mayor’s 
administration, outlining the mandate of such department.

2. Addition of provision addressing emissions standards and air quality. 
This may fall within the mandate of the Department of Sustainability.

3. Addition of provision linking environmental goals to the planning 
standards and processes in Article 8.

Q: How should the Charter Revision Commission engage the 
community in the revision process?

A: Detroit residents must be given space to organize around the 
Charter revision and to participate in every phase of the review 
process. Ensuring such organization and participation starts with 
holding meetings not just in the Coleman A. Young Municipal Center 
but in municipal buildings and community centers in every district of 
the city. The purpose of such meetings will be to provide information 
about the Charter and to invite residents to take an active role 
in suggesting revisions. Community development organizations, 
faith-based organizations, community advisory councils, and other 
organizations rooted in the community will be vital to bringing 
residents into the process.

Additionally, to the extent that a partnership can be formed, students 
in the Detroit Public Schools Community District should be invited into 
the process not only to understand the importance of the Charter but 
to provide their own vision of the future of the city’s governmental 
standards.
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